The Archaeology of Environmental Change
Reading Answers / Discussion Questions
‘Easter Island

Name: __________________________

Here are the ‘Reading Answers / Discussion Questions’ for our topic on ‘Easter Island’. To properly prepare for the group and class discussions, I expect ~ 1/4 to 1/3-page answers per question (~100-150 words/answer). Your answers must be typed and handed in as hard copies after the day’s class discussion (you’re welcome to add written comments during our class discussions):
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1. In "Twilight at Easter," Diamond claims that the Easter Island collapse represents "the clearest example of a society that destroyed itself by overexploiting its own resources," and then asserts that "the parallels between Easter Island and the whole modern world are chillingly obvious." Do you agree with Diamond's grim assessment that the modern world may be fated to a similar end? Why or why not?




2. Considering your response to the previous question, are there lessons to be learned from Diamond's account of Rapa Nui's environmental collapse, and if so, what are they? Do Hunt's rebuttals lessen the impact of Diamond's apocalyptic narrative?




3. Whether directly (purposeful deforestation to support a "mania for Moai") or indirectly (accidental deforestation by introduced rats), it seems clear that human actions played a significant role in Rapa Nui's ecological catastrophe. Bearing in mind the scenarios presented in each article, could the Easter Islanders have done anything to forestall the collapse of Rapa Nui's ecosystem? Would it have mattered once they came into contact with Old World diseases and slave-trading?

